“EL VIAJE MAS CARO”/ “THE MOST COSTLY JOURNEY” presents:

THE BEST THING

The Story of the Cruz Family
Art by Angela Boyle
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The best thing is that here

In Mexico, et
I t's NOt S}ie i5 always woru
Possible
TO Live

by Angels Boyle

There, YOou WOrk a To work, you have to pay the crimingls to
day. rest 3 month. keep them from stesling Trom you.
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TabascO, where pwere

from, is first place in

Kidnapping and crime. @

When I was alone with my I wouldn't let him play with
s0n, Alexis, in Mexico, it was anyone or go out without me.

to0 dangerous. I wouldn't let

him out of my sight. @ Q \/\%
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Just bringing him to school
was terrifying for me.
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Neither the police nor the government do anything to protect us.

IT we oee something bad

happen, we cant report it
because the criminals will come
gfter us and kil our family.

These things, like the uprising in
Michoacan, never appear in the
news, but everyone knows what is
happening in the streets,




Our families stil have land. They harvest caca0 outside the city and
sel| the harvest,

But criminals also take part of the harvest. You have tO pay them with

ﬁa ‘Q:%’_ Pi either money Or ¢acao. § g

Its because the police and the
criminals are the same thing.

They extort us in exchange
for “protection’
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When I finaly left Mexico, I left Alexis behind with my sister: T
traveled with a group of nine from Tabasco. Then five Others joined
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The most difficult was crossing
the border.

We brought thin@s with us, and
I was afraid they would take

them. |

I was mostly afraid of the
men who brought us.
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be freed uniess they are paid.

" The same criminals that extort money from us try to contact our
Tamiies. They lie to them and <3y we've been kidnapped and won't
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S50 we te| our
families that iT they
get 3 call like that
they need to call us
here. And likewise,
we'll call them.

We try to protect ourselves by never
putting names in our cell phones. That way,
if someone stesls them, they wont have
any information to
use 8aainst us.
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I'm very happy here in
Vermont. Because I have my
family. And Vermont is the best.

place to live,
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I'm not j00king for any other :

IT I stay in the US all my life,
Tl <tay here in Vermont.




“EL VIAJE MAS CARO"

Una colaboracion entre narradores migrantes y caricaturistas Nuevainglaterras.

“THE MOST COSTlY JOIIRNEY"

A collaboration between migrant storytellers & New England cartoonists.
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